
Town of Manchester Conservation Commission

Meeting Minutes 11/7/19


Meeting started 7 pm, ended 8:30 pm.

Present: Jeff Janell, Jeff Reardon, Deb Plengey, Shenna Bellows, Fred Snow, Jean-Luc 
Theriault, Garry Hinkley (guest), Sara Kingdon.


October 2019 minutes not yet printed for review, will be reviewed at next meeting.


Letter signed for Annie Reiter, marking her departure and thanking her for her years of service 
with MCC.  


RTP grant project for the Manchester Town Forest area near the Hallowell town line:  Julie Isbell  
(National Park Service) met with Garry, Jeff J, Jean-Luc, and others prior to the MCC meeting, 
to review next steps in grant process, including field work to mark/flag preliminary trails and 
possible access points.  Goal time frame is grant proposal submission 9/2020.  Julie will return 
12/5/19 for 2 pm field evaluation and another working group meeting at 6 pm, prior to next 
MCC meeting.  Discussion re: anticipated multipurpose use of trails and need for well-
considered access points, to maximize likelihood of citizen use of property.  


Jamie’s Pond Forest Trail extension: Garry reported that 2 Boy Scout troops will be clearing 
this connecting trail of the residual brush from prior logging work, likely on 12/1/19 (possibly 
11/24/19 alternate date).  Garry will confirm with abutting landowner S. C. that this landowner 
is amenable to public access to the trail from his property.   


Recycling and Hauler update:  Garry and Jeff J indicated that April (Town Office) said all 
haulers except one are now licensed.  The bidding process for construction of a facility to 
house ecomaine recycling has apparently not yet begun.  Garry reported that LD 1431 
(“Resolve, to Support Municipal Recycling Programs”) will be discussed at the Board of 
Selectmen meeting 11/12/19.  MCC members invited to attend BOS meeting in support of LD 
1431.  


Planning Board update: Permitting re: marijuana grow facilities has been topic at Planning 
Board.  Permit granted to one facility this week, another with application in process.  
Discussion re: possible zoning related concerns and discussion of how marijuana grow 
operations might/might not fit under ‘agricultural’ rubric.  


Legislative update: Shenna reported that the bill which provides enabling language for 
conservation commissions was accepted for consideration by legislature.  A few other 
environmental bills also accepted for consideration— regarding protecting pollinators, 
protecting children from toxic chemicals, and protecting health of state workers in state 
buildings.  



