
Manchester Conservation Commission

May 7, 2020 Meeting

Convened at 7:00 pm.

Members present (via teleconferencing in light of COVID-19): Fred Snow, Deb Plengey, Jeff 
Janell, Shenna Bellows, Sara Kingdon, Jeff Reardon.

Guests present: Garry Hinkley, Julie Isbill (NPS), Elizabeth Brown (NPS), Karen Simpson 
(Hallowell Conservation Commission), Tyler Trask. 


1. Manchester Town Forest Trails project (MTFTP): 

A. Name of project was discussed and agreed upon as listed above.

B. Letter was sent to abutting landowner Mr. E. Gleason, Jr., but no response has been 

received to date.  Jeff J will call Mr. Gleason.  

C. Letter was sent to CMP, followed by phone call.  No written permission received from CMP 

yet.  

D. Garry today obtained some GPS information using phone, and Julie is forwarding this GPS 

info to Stephen Engle at Community Center for GIS, so the GPS routes can be applied to 
MTFTP maps.  Garry intends to borrow additional GPS device from Jean-Luc, to get more 
detailed possible trail information.


E. Tyler reviewed his schematic drawings of the town-owned and abutting properties, 
overlying satellite images, and suggested possible use of an old/overgrown road along the 
edge of the MTFTP for inclusion in the trails.  


F. Discussion re: contacting other abutting and nearby landowners.  Garry will generate letter 
to Ms. True (esp in reference to the Pipeline area).  Shenna will contact a landowner on 
Makenzie Lane.  Karen Simpson will look into whether Hallowell has had recent contact 
with Mr. Nason, and Karen will also check to see if Hallowell has made progress in clarifying 
the Beacon Rd right-of-way.  


G. Julie explained that RTP applications (seeking funding for trail projects) are due in 
September, and these applications require inclusion of written permission from any 
landowner whose land would be crossed by proposed trails (including CMP, in the case of 
MTFTP).  The application also requires a supporting resolution from the BOS.  Discussion 
re: whether to apply this year or next.  Decision that we need to address B, C, and F 
(above) first.


H. Julie indicated that RTP funds can be used for acquisition of easements and land.  


2.  Minutes from April 2, 2020 MCC meeting reviewed and approved.


3. LED Streetlight Conversion Project: Garry reported that the BOS met with contractor and 
approved the project, which is anticipated to start late summer.  Funding will be from general 
operating funds and from anticipated savings resulting from this project, so no loan of funds is 
needed from MCC (as had previously been offered by MCC).  The payback time of project is 
expected to be 2.6 years.  The town will create a reserve account to cover ongoing 
maintenance costs of the LED streetlights.  


4. Recycling: Hatch Hill has resumed single - stream (ecomaine) recycling.  Jeff J / Garry will 
communicate with town office staff to update Manchester’s website information pertaining to 
recycling at Hatch Hill.  

See link below— ecomaine is noting increased marketplace demand for certain recyclables, 
especially paper and cardboard.  


https://www.ecomaine.org/pandemic-recycling 


5. Eagle Scout trail work: Garry informed the group that the Winthrop Troop Eagle Scout 
interested in trail work at Jamies Pond will likely be working on the Forest Trail, once the Scout 



has developed a final work plan and has that plan reviewed by IFW staff.  Per Garry’s 
communication with IFW staff, their approval seems likely.  


6. General trail updates: Per Garry, the Shed Pond area overall looks good, as do the Allen 
Whitney Memorial Forest trails.  The mountain bike club is planning to work on Allen Whitney 
trails.  Removal of unused and potentially unsafe boats from these areas was discussed— 
Garry and Jeff J plan to facilitate their removal.  


Meeting adjourned at 8:53 pm.

Next meeting: Thursday June 4, 2020 at 7 pm.  



