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Policy for the Installation of Street Lights

The purposes of this policy are to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Manchester; to provide for a rational means of prioritizing and planning for the expenditure of tax dollars for street light improvements; to process requests for street lights in a fair and efficient manner, and to ensure that new street lights installed with local tax dollars will be sited for reasons of public health and safety, and that any street lights shall not pose a nuisance to neighboring homes whether paid for by the Town or privately.

This policy applies to all requests for placement of street lights in the Town where the capital cost of the street light shall be borne by the Town, as well as any street light to be installed and paid for by a resident.

Requests for approval of additional or relocated street lighting

Requests for approval of changes in street lighting on public ways shall be submitted to the Town Manager in writing to be presented to the Board of Selectmen.  The request shall describe the location of the street light in question, the reason for the request, the proximity of other homes and whether the intent is for the cost of installation or relocation to be born by the Town, or to be paid privately as well as the term of the lease with CMP.

Any street light to be installed by and paid for by a resident that is located on a private road or subdivision shall also be approved by the Board of Selectmen prior to the installation being done.  

Criteria for consideration  

The following criteria shall be considered in responding to requests for approval to install additional street lights, or to relocate existing lights:

· Intersections, and amount of vehicle traffic 

· Dangerous curves and other potentially hazardous locations 

· Site of frequent traffic accidents (A high accident location is where 8 or more accidents occur within a 3 years period.) 

· Impact on neighboring properties 

· Could reflective signs, pavement markings or guardrails be effective 

Standards for installation of street lights

· All exterior lighting and all reflective properties shall be designed to minimize adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

· Street lights shall be focused, shielded, or hooded so that the lighting does not have an adverse impact on motorists, pedestrians, adjacent dwellings or public places. 

· High pressure sodium cut-off lamps or some other type of lighting that meets with the approval of the Board of Selectmen shall be used to provide more efficient and effective lighting and a marked decrease in glare and light pollution. 

Approval by selectmen and other local officials

The selectmen shall consult with the Road Committee or Planning Board when indicated.  For placement of streetlights in any subdivision, the Planning Board shall review the plans and have approval authority for placement of streetlights, but must refer to the Selectmen for final approval, regardless of whether the costs would be incurred by the Town or paid privately. Approval for the installation of streetlights shall be the sole responsibility of the Board of Selectmen.

Approved at the regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen on January 11, 2005 by a 5-0 vote.
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